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TO 
.HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 


THE 


DUKE    OF    SUSSEX. 


Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highness's  conduct,  for 
some  time  past,  particularly  on  the  Catholic 
(Popish)  claims,  has  filled  my  mind  with  an  in- 
dignation, which  I  no  longer  consider  advisable 
to  repress  : — but,  for  your  Royal  Father's  sake,  I 
shall  only  designate  what  I  feel,  and  which  I  do 
in  perfect  loyalty  and  sincerity  of  heart,  by  the 
gentle  term  indignant  regret. 

You  have  now,  Sir,  been  pleased  to  publish,  in 
the  party  Chronicle,  a  correct  copy  of  your  cele- 
brated speech  : — because  you  have  been  traduced^ 
forsooth!  I  will  be  no  party  to  traducing  any 
one,  much  less  one  of  my  Princes  j  and  there- 
fore, that  my  observations  may  derive  no  weight 
from    falsehood   or  misrepresentation,    I   subjoin 
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your  Royal  Highness's  avowed  speech,*  so  that 
the  antidote  at  least,  may  accompany  the  bane. 

To  proceed  in  due  order,  I  find  that,  by  a  sin- 
gular  and   somewhat  extraordinary   coincidence, 
this  civic  feast  was  fixed,  and  actually  took  place, 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  Pretender's  birth- 
day, a  mighty  and  monstrous  combination  of  de- 
mocratic aristocracy,    assembled  to  overawe  the 
government  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  to  set  itself 
up   against  the  most  decided  expression  of  the 
voice  of  the  people,  which  perhaps  ever  solicited 
attention  from  either   House  of  Parliament,  and 
to  beard  the   very   Crown  itself.     If  the  day  of 
meeting  were    not  purely  accidental,    and  if  it 
were  so  it  is  most  singularly  unfortunate  for  the 
Popish  claimants,  it  must  prove  that  Protestant 
fears  are  not  so  entirely  groundless,  as  many  would 
persuade  us,  and  that  an  intimacy,  in  our  own 
day,  subsists  between  Jacobinism  and  Jacobitism. 
These  are  occurrences  which,  happily  for  the 
peace  of  the  empire,  are  rarely  upon  record  in 
this  country :  and,  with  liberality  as  a  watch- 
word,   grosser  indecency  never  was  shewn  to  a 
crowned  head.    The  peculiar  circumstances  under 

*  See  Appendix.  j. 


which  the  Regent  wields  the  sceptre,  might  rea- 
sonably have  been  Supposed  to  have  protected  his 
regency  from  such  violence  !  His  Royal  Father's 
sentiments,  on  this  important  question,  are  well 
known  : — that  he  considered  the  desired  boon, 
now  become  a  demand,  an  infringement  of  his 
coronation  oath,  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety ; 
but  'particularly  within  the  knowledge  of  many  of 
the  stewards,  to  some  of  whom  the  King  per- 
sonally addressed  those  memorable  words,  which 
British  Protestants  ought  ever  to  treasure  up  in 
grateful  hearts — "  I  could  sacrifice  my  life  if 

"  MY  DUTY  AND  MY  COUNTRY  REQUIRED  IT;  BUT  I 
"  CANNOT  CONSENT  TO  BREAK  MY  OATH."   These 

are  sentiments  worthy  a  British  King,  and  which 
contain  a  never  to  be  forgotten  lesson,  for  sove- 
reign and  subject,  to  latest  posterity.  Yet,  know- 
ing the  conscientious  inflexibility  of  the  sovereign, 
whom  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  withdraw, 
possibly  only  for  a  short  time,  from  his  rule,  a  po- 
litical faction,  outraging  the  very  appearance  of 
decorum,  would  compel  his  royal  representative 
to  annul  his  own — his  father's- — his  sovereign's 
oath,  the  great  CONDITION  of  his  people's 
allegiance.  Here  we  see  civil  and  religious 
liberty!     To  oppose  this  is  stupid  intolerance 
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and  mGOTR'&~~mid  to  associate  to  $tem  tltis  dristo* 
cratie  Whig  combination,  is  TREASONABLE! 
—and  why?  because  it  is  founded  on  a  condi- 
tional oath  of  allegiance  ! ! 

Do  they  reject  that  oath  of  allegiance  which 
you  have  inferred  to  be  unconditional  ;  or  do 
they  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  any  other 
power,  even  the  Orange  Institution,  than  the 
crown?  Your  Catholic  (Popish)  hearers  must 
think  that  this  part  of  your  Royal  Highnesses 
speech  was  sarcastically  levelled  at  them ;  and  I 
hope  they  derived  benefit  from  it  accordingly. 

As  an  Englishman,  I  may  well  here  ask  leave 
to  respire  a  little  ;  and.  endeavour  to  recover  from 
a  certain  kind  of  astounding  horror,  to  which 
this  doctrine  disposes  my  mental  faculties.  Does 
nothing  lurk  behind  this  idea  of  conditional  alle- 
giance? Is  not  the  King  bound  to  certain  ob- 
servances with  the  people?  What  object  can  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  have  for  broaching  an  idea  of 
unconditional  allegiance  ?  It  must  be  a  dream, 
yet  a  horrid  one,— the  effects  of  a  distempered 
imagination — a  baneful  exhalation  from  the  fumes 
of  French  wine,  which  it  had  been  a  good  British 
sentiment  to  have  excluded  from  a  public  tavern 
dinner  i 
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The  Protestant  establishment,  which  the  Orange 
Institution  associated  to  support,  when  it  appeared 
to  be  in  danger,  was  the  end,  not  the  means  of  the 
Revolution ;  and  the  Hanoverian  succession,  un- 
der which  the  crown  is  secured  to  your  Royal 
Highness's  family,  was  the  means  and  not  the  end. 
Dispute  this,  Sir,  and  you  will,  if  you  reflect  for 
a  moment,  find  that  you  dispute  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement, or,  in  other  words,  invalidate  the  title- 
deeds  of  your,  certainly  not  contemptible,  family 
estate. 

How  the  Gallic  Usurper  must  rejoice  at  the 
idea  of  binding  British  liberty  to  the  arbitrary- 
yoke  of  unconditional  allegiance — that  Britons 
may  be  made  Papists  or  Pagans,  subjects  of  the 
Pope  or  of  Buonaparte,  at  the  will  of  a  tavern 
spouter  who,  invested  by  birth  with  princely  rights, 
can,  by  a  forced  illustrative  construction,  degrade 
himself  from  the  honourable  establishment  of 
royalty,  to  that  of  a  pensioner  of  the  sove- 
reignty OF  THE  PEOPLE  !  ! 

When  bad  men  combine,  good  men  must  associate  i 
How  dare  you^  Sir,  conspicuously  placing  yourself 
at  the  head  of  a  tavern-meeting,  whose  object  it  is 
A(  to  subvert,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  antient 
and  fundamental  constitution  of  this  mighty  em- 
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pire  j"  *  to  revolutionize  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and,  oh !  strange  infatuation !  by  removing  the 
only  ground,  on  which  the  House  of  Brunswick  is 
entitled  to  the  crown,  risk  an  appeal  to  the  sword 
— characterise,  as  treasonable,  an  association, 
which  has  saved  Ireland,  and  perhaps  England 
also;  and  which  is  formed  on  the  principles,  whereby 
alone  the  illustrious  House  of  Brunswick  has  a 
precedent  claim  to  the  British  crown  ! 

What  cares,  Sir,  the  free  Protestant,  and  Orange- 
man, of  the  sister  islands,   for  your  Royal  High- 
ness' s  menace,  if  they  proceed  with  their  glorious 
institution,    to   bring  the  subject  before   another 
assembly?     The  assembly,  to  which,  I  presume, 
your   Royal   Highness  alludes,  is  the   House   of 
Peers, — that  is  a  legal  assembly,  an  invaluable  part 
of  that  constitution,  which  is  now  sought  to  be 
subverted ;  an  assembly,  of  consonant  principles  ; 
of  principles   such  as   your  Royal  Highness   does 
profess,  and  ought  to  act  up  to  ;  and,  which,  were 
your  Royal   Highness  to  fulfil,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, would  obtain  for  you  that  universal  esteem, 
which,  alas  !  it  is  now  our  duty  to  withhold.     That 
is  an  assembly,  in  which  The  Orange  Institute 

*  Preface  to  Lord  Clare's  Speech,  1813.    Price  Is.  6d.     J.  J. 

Stock  dale. 


9 

ion  would  be  proud  to  have  its  principles,  arid  its 
practices  likewise,  investigated :— and,  Sir,  you 
need  not  doubt  that,  whenever  you  think  Jit  to 
make  Orange^principles  a  question  in  that  house, 
your  objections  "will  he  answered  with  ability ',  with 
candour,  and  with  no  small  advantage  to  the  brother- 
hood. 

Sir,  it  should  seem,  by  the  tenor  of  your  Royal 
Highness' s  speech,  that  Orange-men  shun  the 
light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil. — Now,  Sir,  I 
will  inform  you  that  Grange-men  do  not  shelter 
themselves  in  secresy ;  and,  because  they  know 
that  their  constitutional  principles,  must  redound 
to  the  honor  of  those  who  profess  and  act  up  to 
them,  they  are  most  anxious  that  their  "  light  shine 
before  men" —Axe  not  you,  Sir,  "  a  freemason"  and 
"  a  friendly  brother  ?"  and  do  not  both  those  so- 
cieties swear  you  to  secresy  ?  Away  then,  with 
these  paltering  shifts ! 

The  Orange  Institution,  Sir,  is  religious  and 
political ;  so  are  the  oaths  of  your  Royal  Father 
and  brother,  our  gracious  Regent,  to  whose  firm- 
ness and  determination  to  do  their  duty,  and 
maintain  their  oath,  I  rejoice  to  bear  this  public 
testimony. — Sir,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  more 
British  subjects  know  of  his  Royal  Highness's  re- 
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cent  conduct,  the  more  he  will  be  entitled  to  the 
admiration  and  respect,  and  to  the  support  of  every 
true  Orangeman. 

It  was  altogether  unnecessary  for  you,  Sir,  to 
qualify  your  threat  with  an  if  they  should  pro- 
ceed. The  Orange  Institution  k  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  if:  the  difficulty  will  very  shortly,  or 
I  mistake  much,  not  be  to  discover  Protestants 
who  are,  but  Protestants  who  are  not,  Orangemen. 
It  is  established  too  firmly  to  be  even  shaken,  on 
the  basis  of  the  throne  itself;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
in  the  event  only  of  the  fall  of  the  one,  will  the 
other  totter. — The  Orange  principles  are  now  be- 
fore the  public*,  and  Orange  Lodges  exist,  in  great 
numbers,  in  every  part  of  the  empire. 

"  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  The 
Orange  Institution  was  not  introduced  among 
the  people  of  Ireland,  till  near  the  end  of  1795, 
and  should  not  be  confounded,  as  it  has  insidious- 
ly been,  with  the  mutual  outrages,  which  prevail- 
ed for  several  preceding  years,  between  the  Peep- 
of-Day-Boys  and  Defender s< — with  their  transac- 
tions it  has  no  connection  nor  affinity.  It  confers 
much  credit   upon   the   early  members    of  The 

*  The  Orange  Institution,  to  which  are  added  the  Rules  and 
Regulations,  8vo.  price  2s.  Stockdale,  Pail-Mall. 
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Orange   Institution,    that    they   associated  for 
purposes  truly  patriotic,  unsupported  by  the  go- 
vernment, to  whom  their  motives  and  intentions 
were  grossly  misrepresented.     The  lower  classes  of 
Protestants,  actuated  by  an  invincible  and  zealous 
regard  for  their  king  and  country,  stood  forward, 
at  this  perilous  crisis,  in  the   spirited   defence  of 
both.     Though,  at  first,  few  in  number,  and  most- 
ly humble  in  rank,  and  at  a  time  when  loyalty  was 
become  almost  as  much  a  term  of  reproach,  as  at- 
tachment to  the  Protestant  constitution  of  the  revolu- 
tion, is  now  -endeavoured  to  be  made,  they  avowed 
their  attachment  to  that  constitution  \  their  deter- 
mination to  stand  or  fall  with  it,  and  their  decided 
opposition  to  all,  who  should  attempt  to  injure  or 
to  impair  it.     Supported   by   the  consciousness  of 
the    goodness    of  their   cause,    they     persevered 
through  every  difficulty,  rapidly  increased  in  num- 
bers, and  became  an  irresistible  obstacle,  wherever 
the  institution  got  a  footing,  to  the  progress  of 
seditious   societies ;  and,    of  a  very  recent   date, 
The  Grange  Institution  has  wrestled  success- 
fully against  the  institutions  of  King  Lud."* 
"  An  Orangeman  has  no  animosity  to  a  Papist, 

*  The  Orange  Institution,  page  10. 
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as  suc.h,  but,  on,  the  contrary,  he  respects  every 
loyal  man  of  that  and  every -religious  persuasion; 
for,  it  is  a  fundamental  rule  that  na  person  do  per- 
secute or  upbraid  any  one,  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligious opinions  y  but  that  he  will,  on  the  contrary, 
be  aiding  and  assisting  to  every  loyal  subject,  of 
every  religious  description." 

"  We  are-  associated  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Protestant  succession  and  constitution 
of  these  realms.     We  have  no  secrets  to  con^ 

CEAL,    EXCEPT    THE   MARKS   AND    TOKENS  BY  WHICH 

WE  know,  one  another  5  and  they  are  necessary, 
not  only  to  guard  us  against  imposition,  but  to  re- 
commend us  to  the  attention  and  kindness  of  bro- 
ther Orangemen,  wherever  the  institution  prevails. 
These  are  our  only  secrets."* 

".As  the  Orange  Institution  is  founded  on  the 
defence  of  our  excellent  constitution,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  against  the  darts  of  treason,  we  feel 
it  particularly  incumbent  on  us  to  be  more  than 
ever  wakeful ;  and,  as  the  page  of  history  has  ak 
ready  recorded,  for  the  information  of  posterity, 
the  utility  of  The  Orange  Institution,  let  it  also 
be,  enabled  to  record  our  activity  and  our  zeal,  for 

*  The  Orange  Institution,  continued. 


the  preservation  of  the  constitutional  laws,  which 
secure  the  Protestant  ascendancy  and  the  succes- 
sion of  the  House  of  Brunswick,  BEING  PRO- 
TESTANTS,   threatened  as  they  now  are,  by 

THE     MISNAMED    FRIENDS    OF    CIVIL    AND  RELIGIOUS 

liberty;  by  the  servile  followers  of  an  equally 
misnamed  Whig  Opposition  ;  and  by  many  of  the 
sworn  counsellors  and  ministers  of  the  Crown."* 

The  silence  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Kent  makes  him  a  party  to  the  sentiments  whiclr 
were  avowed.    Sentiments  which  -would  have  Been 
better  suited  to  assemblies  of  French  revolution* 
ists,  than  to  those  of  royal  and  noble   senators. 
The  Duke  of  Kent  may  have  forgotten  that  his 
duty   is   imperative   to   a  very  different   line   of 
thought  and  action.     He  is  superior  *warden>  of  the. 
blue  and  orange  order  in  the  Fourth,  or  King^s 
Own  Regiment*  which  did  not  obtain  its~royal  dis* 
tinction,   for  table  carousals^     No!  it  fought  fo? 
its  laurels*  and  nobly  earned  them,  at  the-  Boyn?e? 
CuJloden,  &c. 

It;  would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose- to  go 
through  all  the  list  of 'stewards,, visitor-s,  toasts?  &e. 
&e.  but  I  cannot  avoid  observing  on  the  Buke  of 

*  The  Orange  Institution,  continued. 
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Bedford's  infatuation,  which,  if  successful,  would 
deprive  him  of  those  almost  boundless  riches* 
which  he  owes  to  the  downfall  of  popery,  on  whose 
ruins  he  has  risen  to  wealth*  Mr.  Grattan  cannot 
be  received  as  an  Orangeman !  No  person  who  is* 
or  has  ever  been,  an  United  Irishman,  is  eligible. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Whitbread  may  have  been  misrepre- 
sented ;  his  having  "  felt  as  a  Catholic"  (Papist) 
would,  I  apprehend,  be  fatal  to  him  at  an  Orange 
ballot,  notwithstanding  he  sits  in  the  lower  House 
of  Parliament :  and,  as  to  the  rest  of  the  groupe, 
they  may  learn  that  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign  is  a 
sine  qua  non  of  Orangeism. 

What,  Sir,  has  been  the  effect  of  this  sublime 
carousal,  preceded  by  the  so  boasting,  blazoning* 
pageant,  of  your  retinue  of  Stewards  ?  Are  we  to 
understand,  that  the  illustrious  Prince  Regent  has 
been  deserted  by  the  Russels,  Graftons,  Devon- 
shires,  Greys,  and  Grenvilles  of  the  present  day, 
and  that  even  his  brothers  have  forsaken  him  ?  Be 
it  so  then !  he  shall  have  no  occasion  to  exclaim, 
like  James  II.  in  the  agony  of  his  heart,  "  God 
"  help  me,  my  own  children  have  forsaken  me!" 
He  shall  be  upheld,  by  the  strengthened  love  of 
his  subjects,  on  the  genuine  unsophisticated  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution  j  by  a  constitutional  bro- 
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therhood,  benevolent  and  free,  formidable  only  to 
the  enemies  of  the  Church  and  State,  who  already 
discover,  in  its  rise,  the  destruction  of  popish  ty- 
ranny, even  though  it  should  assume  the  garb  of 

LIBERALITY. 

If  by  your  fruits  ye  shall  be  known,  I  have,  at 
this  moment,  before  me,  a  lamentable  proof  of  the 
effect  of  intemperate  speeches.  You,  Sir,  feel  it 
your  duty  to  hold  up  the  projectors  and  abettors  of 
such  a  tragedy  to  execration,  nay,  more,  for 
public  example.  Mr.  Whitbread  tells  his  gaping 
auditors,  that  the  Prince's  feather  alone  turned  the 
scale !  Most  reprehensible,  incautious,  (I  will  not 
say  wicked)  insinuation!  An  anonymous  letter 
writer  thus  addresses,  on  the  day  after  your 
dinner,  a  Nobleman,  who  is  the  pattern,  hope,  and 
pride  of  the  united  kingdom,  "  If  you  persist  in. 
"  forming  an  Orange  party  in  England,  depend  on 
"  it  you  shall  not  live  long.  So  adieu.  Amicus 
"  Verus." — Hot  from  the  juice  of  the  Tuscan 
grape,  and  in  horrid  ecstacies  at  the  glorious 
achievement  to  which  his  inflamed  senses  has  im- 
pelled him,  he  thus  imparts  his  direful  thoughts. 
But,  Lord — is  an  Orangeman  who,  walking  in  the 
presence  of  the  Almighty,  by  fearing  him,  is  relieved 
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feofii  mortal  fear .*  The  defenders  of  a  jiigt  cause 
are  not  to  b§  diverted,  from  their  duty  by  the 
brawlings  of  faction,  by  the  menaces  of  power,  nor 
%  the  threats  of  the  assassin! 

Remember,  Sir,  that  England  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty  !  and  every  Orangeman  re- 
news the  pledge*  at  Nelson9 s  shrine,  and  confirms 
it  with  his  oath.  The  aera  has  brightened  upon 
the  real  patriotism  of  the  empire.  I  trust  that 
your  Royal  Highness  will,  by  this  time,  have  made 
yourself  acquainted  with  the  genuine  laws  of  that 
society,  which,  I  hope,  you  have  only  condemned 
from  want  of  information;  and  most  happy  shall 
I  be,  to  rind  that,  with  the  manly  honour  of  a  Bri- 
tish Prince,  you  make  royal  reparation  to  the  insti- 
tutioiiy  which  you  last  week  libelled,  in  the  besotted 
orgies  of  a  club,  where  the  Prince  Regent  was 
insulted  in  the  presence  of  his  royal  brothers, 
by  once  more  swearing  to  the  principles,  and 
enrolling  your    illustrious   name  with  that  of 

An  ORANGEMAN. 

liottdctor,  Jane  14;  l&fh 
"  Je  drains  Dieu,,  cber  Ab'ner,  et  n'ai  point  d'autre  craint£." 
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Cfje  jfrienDg  df  Religious  ftiftettg 

Will  give  a  DINNER  on  Thursday,  the  10th  of 
June  1813,  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great 
Queen  Street,  to  the  Delegates  appointed  by  4he 
Catholics  of  Ireland  to  attend  their  Petition  pre*- 
sented  this  Session  to  the  Imperial  Parliament 

His  Grace  the  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD  in  the! 

Chair. 

Stewards, 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle * 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster 
Marquis  of  Buckingham 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
Marquis  of  Downshire 
Marquis  of  Tavistock,  M.  P. 
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Marquis  of  Douglas 

Earl  of  Thanet 

Earl  of  Essex 

Earl  of  Albemarle 

Earl  of  Jersey 

Earl  Cowper 

Earl  Stanhope 

Earl  Fitzwilliam 

Earl  of  Hardwicke 

Earl  of  Rosslyn 

Earl  Grey 

Earl  of  Lauderdale 

Earl  of  Ormond  and  Ossory 

Earl  of  Meath 

Earl  of  Darnley 

Earl  of  Besborough 

Earl  of  Charlemont 

Earl  of  Donoughmore 

Earl  of  Leitrim 

Earl  Gower,  M.  P. 

Lord  George  Cavendish*  M.  P. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  M.  P. 

Lord  Francis  Osborne,  M.  P, 

Viscount  Anson 

Viscount  Morpeth,  M.  P. 

Viscount  Milton,  M.  P. 

Viscount  Barnard,  M.  P. 

Viscount  Althorpe,  M.  P. 

Viscount  Ebrington,  M.  P. 

Viscount  Forbes,  M.  P. 
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Viscount  Duncannon,  M.  P. 

Lord  Stanley,  M.  P. 

Lord  Ossulstone,  M.  P. 

Lord  Nugent,  M.P. 

Lord  St.  John 

Lord  Say  and  Sele 

Lord  King 

Lord  Holland 

Lord  Somers 

Lord  Grenville 

Lord  Erskine 

Lord  Ponsonby 

Lord  Rancliffe,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  H.  Grattan,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  G.  Ponsonby,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  R.  B.  Sheridan 

Right  Honourable  W.  C.  Plunkett,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  George  Tierney,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  William  Elliot,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  M.  Fitzgerald,  M.  P. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  J.  Newport,  M.  P. 

Honourable  James  Butler,  M.  P. 

Honourable  General  Mathew,  M.  P. 

Honourable  P.  D.  Burrell,  M,  P. 

Honourable  William  Maule,  M,  P, 

Honourable  T.  Brand,  M.  P, 

Honourable  Lawrence  Dundas,  M.  P. 

Honourable  Richard  Neville,  M.  P. 

Honourable  C.  Hutchinson 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  M.  P. 

c  % 
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Sir  Thomas  Baring,  M„P„ 

Sir  Henry  Parnell,  M.  P. 

Sir  Thomas  Miller,  M.  P. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  M.  P. 

Sir  Robert  Heron,  M.  P. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  M.  P. 

Sir  A.  Pigott,  M.  P. 

Sir  John  Swinburne,  Bart. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh 

T.  W.  Coke,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  M.  P. 

James  Macdonald,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Peter  Moore,  Esq.  M.  R 

William  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P. 

William  Tighe,  Esq.  M.  P. 

C.  W.  Western,  Esq.  M.  P. 

C.  W.  Wynn,  Esq.  M.  P. 

John  Calcraft,  Esq.  M.  P. 

John  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Robert  Gordon,  Esq.  M.  P. 

James  Daly,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Lieutenant-General  Fergusson,  M.  P. 

George  Byng,  M.  P. 

Erancis  Horner,  M.  P. 

H.  C.  Combe,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Robert  Latouche,  Esq.  M,  P. 

T.  Creevey,  Esq.  M.  P. 

H.  H.  Molyneux,  Esq.  M.  P. 

R.  Gaskell,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Joseph  Birch,  Esq.  M.  P. 
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John  Leach,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood 
JohnWilks,  Esq. 
Henry  Brougham,  Esq. 
William  Ponsouby,  Esq. 


Dinner  on  the  table  precisely  at  half-past  six 
o'clock. 

Tickets  £l.  5s.  wine  included,  to  be  had  at  the 
bar  of  the  tavern. 


FROM  THE  MORNING  CHRONICLE,  JUNE  14,.  1816. 

The  Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Sussex  at  the  Meeting 
of  the  Friends  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty,  has 
been  commented  upon  with  such  malignity,  and  at 
the  same  time,  such  misrepresentation,  that  we 
feelitaduty  to  give  a  faithful  statement  of  it,  that 
the  public  may  fairly  judge  between  his  Royal 
Highness  and  his  traducers. 

The  health  of  the  Duke  of  Su  s sex  was  given  by 
the  Chairman. 

The  Duke  of  SiJasEX,  in  returning  thanks,  ob- 
served, that  the  good  opinion  of  any  society  must 
ever  he  most  grateful  to  his*  heart  j  \  what  must  not> 
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then  be  his  sensations  on  the  present  occasion, 
when  he  experienced  the  affectionate  regard  so 
kindly  bestowed  upon  him  by  an  assembly,  which 
comprised  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  transcen- 
dant  talent,  as  well  as  of  the  most  solid  wealth  and 
representation  of  the  country. 

It  was  an  honour  that  he  should  ever  consider 
as  one  of  the  proudest  laurels  that  could  deck  his 
brow — it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  feel  the 
highest  satisfaction  in  having  the  honour  to  attend 
a  meeting  composed  of  such  individuals  as  those 
whom  he  saw  around  him,  and  to  know  his  name 
enrolled  as  the  second  steward  on  this  great  and 
important  day.  He  rejoiced  to  see  the  chair  so 
ably  filled  by  the  noble  Duke,  so  honestly  sup- 
ported, as  he  was  confident  it  was,  on  his  right  and 
left,  and  so  gloriously  surrounded,  as  must  be  ap- 
parent to  all. 

After  the  able  speech  of  his  illustrious  and  dear 
relative,  who  he  was  always  happy  to  hear  on  such 
occasions;  because  he  was  convinced  that  those 
generous  sentiments  ever  emanated  directly  from 
his  heart,  little  remained  for  him  to  say. 

It  certainly  was  with  painful  concern  that  he, 
on  the  one  hand,  viewed  the  momentary  failure  of 
a  plan,  which  had  been  so  honestly  framed,  so 
considerately  altered,  as  to  suit  the  most  scrupu- 
lous minds,  and  so  admirably  argued,  as  to  throw 
a  general  light  on  the  characters  of  those  able  and 
conciliating  patriots  and  statesmen  who  had  con- 
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trived  and  brought  it  forwards ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  he  considered  the  event,  he  could  not 
refrain  congratulating   the   noble  visitors  on  the 
prospect,  as  it  now  lay  open  to  their  view.     He 
conceived,   indeed,    that    the  cause    of    religious 
liberty  had  decidedly  gained  ground,  and,  in  fact, 
had  triumphed  ;  for  he  never  could  admit  a  ques- 
tion of  this  magnitude  as  lost,  the  opposition  to 
which  had  been  carried  by  a  strained  majority  of 
four  votes :    besides,    the   principle,  justice,   and 
expediency  of  the   measure  had  been  generally 
admitted ;  nay,  the  House  of  Commons  had  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  subject  into  consideration  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  even  the  bill 
had  been  read  the  first  time. 

If  they  looked  at  the  time,  when  the  penal  laws 
against  the  Roman  Catholics  were  enacted,  the 
causes  which  led  to  them,  and  the  individuals  by 
whom  they  were  brought  forward,  what  a  grati- 
fying contrast  was  presented  by  a  sight  of  the  late 
address  from  the  General  Assembly  in  Scotland, 
which  he  might  safely  state,  from  the  nature  of  its 
composition,  represented  the  general  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  that  country ;  when  he  reflected 
upon  the  result  of  that  meeting,  he  agreed  entirely 
with  the  honourable  mover,  who  stated,  that  we 
were  not  to  judge  of  events  merely  by  our  own 
personal  or  private  feelings,  but  by  the  sentiments, 
which  we  may  conceive  the  framers  of  those  laws 
would. now  hold,  under  the  present  existing  cir- 
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eumstanees  and  different  changes  in  the  political 
and  moral  sentiments  of  the  world. 

The  late  decision,  though  for  a  time  it  disap- 
pointed the  Roman  Catholics,  gave  them  to  know 
their  true  friends,  and  taught  them  to  look  around 
with  a  consciousness,  that  the  sense  of  the  majority 
of  the  country  was  in  their  favour.  As  to  him- 
self^ he  stood  pledged  to  them  in  his  opinion  of 
the.  merits  of  their  cause,  upon  conscientious  mo- 
tives, from  which  he  could  never  wish  to  swerve 
in  the  smallest  degree. 

-  He  knew  the  principles,  and  was1  well  aware  of 
the  political  causes  which  placed  that  branch  of 
the  family,  to  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  belong* 
on  the  throne  of  these  realms  ;  and  if  the  change 
of  political  events,  both  interior  and  exterior,  were 
taken  into  consideration,  could  any  one  doubt 
how  diilerent  would  be -the  conduct  and  system 
adopted  and  advised  by  those  very  illustrious  in* 
dividuals,  this  day  ? 

,  He  felt  most  grateful  to  his  Majesty  for  the 
pension  conferred  upon  him,  as  he  well  knew  that, 
without  his  paternal  recommendation  he  could 
never  have  obtained  it;  but  he  also  was  sensible^ 
that  he  was  equally  indebted  to  the  generosity  of 
the  people,  for  enabling  his  royal  father  to  make 
liim  that  grant:  and  he  therefore;  both  from  duty 
and  gratitude,  felt  himself  alive  and  bound  to  at-^ 
tend  to  their  interests  as  a  servant  of  the  public,  a1 
part  of  which  be  conceived  himself  now  faithfulljr^ 
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executing,  coming  forward,  as  he  did,  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  candidly  stating  his  opinion 
of  this  great  cause  of  religious  liberty. 

Standing,  as  he  did  then,  within  those  walls 
where  not  long  ago  he  had  been  elected,  by  the 
generous  and  unanimous  vote  of  a  body  of  men, 
their  head  (Grand  Master  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons),  a  body  no  less  conspicuous  for  their 
tried  loyalty,  consisting  in  their  allegiance  to  their 
sovereign,  and  their  dutiful  submission  to  the  laws 
of  their  country,  than  known  for  the  liberality  and 
conciliation  of  their  sentiments;  whose  first  prin- 
ciple ever  was  and  is,  the  acknowledgment  and, 
maintenance  of  the  inherent  right  of  man,  to  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science ;  at  whose  meetings  all  topics  of  polemic 
controversy  are  therefore  strictly  excluded,  as  well 
as  those  of  any  political  tendency,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  pass  unnoticed  a  report  which  had 
gone  abroad,  and  which  he  trusted  might  prove 
unfounded,  the  establishment  of  Orange  Lodges 
in  this  metropolis. 

He  did  not  mean  to  inflame  the  public  mind, 
nor  to  pass  a  personal  censure  on  any  individual ; 
but  he  wished  merely  to  caution  gentlemen  from 
hastily  entering  into  a  society,  or  from  unthink-  * 
ingly  joining  an  association  which,  if  once  formed, 
would  prove  as  dangerous  to  the  country  and  con- 
stitution as  any  that  coulo>exist,  not  to  denomi. 
nate  it  by  a  severer  epithet. 
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No  one  felt  more  than  he  did  the  importance 
and  advantage  of  public  meetings,  but  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  numerous  assemblies  of 
men,  bound  by  oaths  of  secresy  as  to  certain  po- 
litical points,  as  also  enjoined  to  a  conditional 
allegiance  towards  their  sovereign,  were  highly  un- 
constitutional, and  decidedly  treasonable. 

He  hoped,  therefore,  that  this  rumour  would 
prove  incorrect  ;  for  if  he  were  certain  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  evil,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
notice  the  event,  more  seriously,  in  another  place, 
and  to  hold  up  projectors  and  abettors  of  such  a 
tragedy  to  ^execration  of  the  public  ;  nay  more, 

AS    OBJECTS   FIT    TO  BE  EXPOSED  FOR  PUBLIC  EXAM- 
PLE. 

Little  more  remained  for  him  to  comment  upon, 
except  to  express  to  the  noble  visitors  his  cordial 
acquiescence  with  that  advice  which  had  been  so 
kindly,  so  ably,  and  so  energetically  urged  to 
them  by  the  noble  Chairman,  and  so  emphatical- 
ly, warmly,  and  conspicuously  seconded  by  his  il- 
lustrious relative.  Here  he  could  not  resist  com- 
plimenting the  English  Roman  Catholics  on  the 
firm,  temperate,  and  manly  manner  in  which  they 
had  conducted  themselves  upon  a  recent  occasion. 
This  would  ever  reflect  immortal  honour  upon 
that  body,  while  it  would  tend  to  convince,  sa- 
tisfy, and  consequently  to  tranquillize  the  reflect- 
ing part  of  the  community  at  large,  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity, liberality,  and  independence  of  their  pro- 
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fessions,  more  than  the  eloquence  or  arguments  of 
their  most  enlightened  orators  in  the  cause ;  he 
therefore  hoped  that  the  Irish  Catholics  would  fol- 
low so  bright  an  example,  as  by  firmness,  calm- 
ness, temperance,  good  humour,  patience,  and 
perseverance,  they  must  rest  assured  of  their  ulti- 
mate and  triumphant  success. 

His  Royal  Highness  then  concluded  with  thank- 
ing them  for  their  patient  hearing,  and  drank  all 
their  healths. 


THE   END. 
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